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Whiplash (starring Miles Teller) 

 

I miss 

Making music, 

Being the sounds. 

I hated  

The discipline. 

My ears rang less then. 

Concerts had less jumping. 

 

The band’s tempo 
Changes the swing of your moods. 

Do you even like playing 

Or do you just like the pain? 

Do you even like winning 

Or do you just like the praise? 

 

Did it feel good to bleed, 

To bruise your body into tune, 

To break the skin of your drum 

Against the skin of your knuckles? 

 

Then there's the blood in the car 

The still ticking clock, 

Wondering if the head trauma 

Is worse 

Than what he did to you. 

 

Practice room hallways, 

Straight back chairs, 

Milk duds you won't eat, 

A microwave without a time 

So it never starts ticking; 

There's always a line. 

 

It'll suck you right back in: 

Being wanted 

Tastes better 

Than the sweat you spilled 

Earning it. 

 

Then you're on stage,  

Your foot in your own mouth, 

Because he will always hurt you 

 

 

“Whiplash (starring Miles Teller)” was previously published in Within Tensions as part of their Noise 

edition (August 2022). 
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Audience  

 

Writing outside 

11:00 p.m. 

Occasionally straightening  

The posture  

Soon re-contorted 

Around my guitar 

 

An earwig sits  

In the patio light 

Shadowed in guitar 

Reading off my phone 

Soaking in sounds 

The words I utter 

 

Pill bugs and ants 

Go on their way 

My audience 

Is of one. 

 

 

 

My Voice Echoes 

 

Would you flinch if 

Your favourite bar played my songs, 

 My face filled your feed, 

All your friends knew my name? 

 

I hope my songs hurt your feelings, 

Let it eat you up. 

I hope your rage burns you, 

You're in a state, 

Cause every step, every spot 

Reminds you of me. 

 

I hope the waves in the river 

Speak in my voice, 

I hope parallel parking 

Reminds you of your choice, 

I hope thin gold bands 

Bring up pictures of my hands, 

I hope I ruin this city for you (too). 
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