
"There's a starman waiting in the sky..."
                         ~David Bowie, "Starman," 1969

In the last few months of 2022, I received so many impressive submissions
for the Speculative Issue that I had to create two separate publications. The
first - Volume 2, Issue 1 - was published in January 2023 and can be found
on the Syncopation Literary Journal website. I hope that readers will also
enjoy the present issue. 

Joe Balaz, "DJ Sway"

Editor’s
Introduction

Speculative Poetry and Fiction allow us
to ponder the past and the present, and
well as worlds beyond. Speculative
writing - and music - allows us to find
magic in the ordinary. It challenges us to
consider our own dark nature, our
mortality, and the very notion of reality.

This issue opens with an essay by
featured author Joanne Culley in which
she discusses writing her novel
Claudette on the Keys (Crossfield
Publishing, 2021), based on the lives of
her grandparents, Canadian musicians
Harry and Ida Culley. While much of the 
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I would like to thank all the Syncopation
readers and contributors. A warm thank
you to Joanne Culley and Tina Crossfield
of Crossfield Publishing for allowing me
to publish an excerpt from Claudette on
the Keys. Thank you to my family and
friends for all of their support.

story is based on Harry and Ida's own
experiences during the Great
Depression, some portions are
imagined, as when Joanne Culley's
narrative takes readers into the
surreal world of 1930s Germany. You
will find the essay, along with an
excerpt from Claudette on the Keys, in
the Special Features section.

This issue also contains a "Featured
Artist," painter, musician and writer Liz
Baxmeyer.  

Doug Jacquier's flash fiction
contribution to this issue, entitled
"Scene from the latest Hollywood
Blockbuster 'Not-so-close
encounters,'" seems to capture the
essence of Volume 2, Issue 2: music
and literature often blur the
boundaries between the real and the
imagined. As Jacquier's character
Edgar states, a lie becomes a truth "if I
write a song about it..."
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